Mary Howell Wilkes
March 11, 1932 - December 20, 2018

God granted peace for Mary Lee Derrick Howell Wilkes on Thursday, December 20, 2018
at the age of 86. Funeral services will be held 3:00 p.m. Sunday, December 23 in the
Lamar chapel at Belk Funeral Home, with burial following at Newman Swamp Cemetery.
The family will receive friends from 2-3 Sunday at the funeral home.
Mary was born in Leesville, SC, the daughter of the late Ryan Robert Derrick and Pearl
Eargle Derrick, but lived most of her life in Lamar. She retired from General Electric. Mary
enjoyed spending time with her family and friends, and she had a gift of making those
around her feel welcomed and loved. She always had an open door for anyone who
wanted to visit, and always greeted everyone with a smile. She was a member of Newman
Swamp United Methodist Church, and loved spending time with her church family.
Surviving are her daughter, Lois Thomas; son, Terry Howell, both of Lamar; grandchildren,
Stacy (Mitchell) Burton, Scott Jeffords, and Brian (Rachel) Howell; great-grandchildren,
Kelsey Jeffords, Jonathan Jeffords, McCuen Eadon, and Holdon Howell; step-daughter,
Karen (Bryan) Gainey; step-granddaughter, Ashley Robin (Johnny) Ellington.
She was preceded in death by her first husband, Frank Howell; her second husband,
Dillon Wilkes; siblings, Louise Watt, Robert Derrick, Clyde Derrick, and Linda Faye
Cassidy.
The family would like to give a special thanks to everyone at Heritage Home for their care
of Mary.
A guestbook is available online at belkfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

I am so sorry for your family’s loss of Mary. May the “God of all comfort” embrace you
and bring to your minds joyful memories. I wish the very best for your family during
this difficult time, take care.

Babe Quintrall - January 02 at 09:53 AM

“

Hey Terry your mom kept us laughing. She was so precious and l loved her to
pieces. She was a dear friend and l miss her. I’m glad I knew her and worked with
her. She loved her children and Terry always know that. You and l went to school
together. Take care and know she’s in Heaven.

Wanda Sansbury - December 28, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

I love aunt Mary Lee! She is such a sweetheart ! My heart goes out to her children
and a family ! I would come but I’m not able I’ve had back surgery but just know that
we love her she mean a lot to us here in the Teal’s Mill community

kenny Cassidy - December 23, 2018 at 07:00 AM

“

Mary was like a second Mom to me after we lost our own Mother. Frank, Mary and I
had some of the best times fishing at the beach almost every weekend. There was
never a time if she was needed by someone that she wasn't there if possible. Mary
always had a smile and was always a friend to all. I will miss you so much and I'll
love you forever.

Dianne Howell Gilley - December 22, 2018 at 10:25 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Mary passing. Mary always had a smile and a friendly personality.
She was so much fun to be around and loved sharing her food on the trips when
traveling. She will be greatly missed. May she rest in peace.

Cheryl Pigate - December 22, 2018 at 08:29 PM

“

Donna Hill lit a candle in memory of Mary Howell Wilkes

Donna Hill - December 22, 2018 at 12:55 AM

“

I’m so sorry to hear about Mary. Calvin and I both loved her. We have had some
great times with her, she was a joy to travel with, always the life of the party on trips.
All who knew her loved her. Prayers for the family.

June Gibson - December 21, 2018 at 09:08 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Mary's passing. We worked together at GE and she was
always so sweet. My prayers are for her family in this sad time.

Barbara Bryant - December 21, 2018 at 08:37 PM

“

Deborah lit a candle in memory of Mary Howell Wilkes

Deborah - December 21, 2018 at 07:53 PM

